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Types and Features of Maps 

BrainPop – “Map Skills” Movie
World Book Online Article “Maps”

Sections:
“Types of Maps”









“Reading a Map”

Types of Maps
	Why do cartographers make different types of maps?
	

	What information do these different types of maps show and how are they used by people?

	General Reference Map
	

	Topographic Maps
	

	Road Maps
	

	Political Map
	

	Historical Map
	

	Population Map
	

	How is a thematic map different from a general reference map?

	

	How is a physical map different from a topographic map?

	

	Look at the two maps and describe at least 5 differences between the two.
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Common Features of Maps

	What do the basic lines on a map usually show us?
	

	If you saw bold letters on a map such as “National Parks of the U.S.” what would you call it?
	

	What information do you think this map would show?
	

	If this map had labels, what would they be labels of?
	

	What type of map would this be?
	

	Do you think you would need a compass rose to understand cardinal directions on this map?  Why or why not?
	

	If you were facing north and held out your left arm sideways, which direction would you be pointing to?
	

	What information is found in the legend?
	

	If you saw a pine tree in a legend, what do you think it could represent?
	

	Do you think it would be important to write words to describe the symbols in a legend?
	

	Can you think of some universal symbols that don’t need written descriptions?
	

	If your scale showed 150 miles for every inch, how many miles would 3 inches represent in real distance?
	

	If you wanted to measure a distance from one point to another and it wasn’t a straight line, how could you do it?
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